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 Now that school is open, schedules are settled and students are back in the routine of school, let me share 
some information and activities that are happening at school. 

 

PTO 

Our first PTO meeting was September 9th, 2009.  As the new year embarks, the Harrisville PTO will be partici-
pating in two fundraisers.  One fundraiser is sponsored by the Hannaford Food Stores in Watertown.  By pur-
chasing qualifying products between September 6th and December 6th, you can earn school dollars for Harris-
ville.  When you complete a purchase between these dates, the cash register will print out school dollars.  
These dollars can be placed in the Harrisville slot at the store, or you can send the dollars in with your child.  
When the school dollars are totaled, we will inform you of how the earnings are used. 

The second fundraiser is through any Target store that you shop at.  In order to qualify, you must use your red 
Target credit card and simply register on line at Target.com/education or by calling 1-800-316-6142.   For 
every purchase you make, Target will donate 1% of your dollar purchases to our school. 

An added note: the bricks are laid.  Please come and see them by the elementary entrance.  A special thanks to 
all who bought bricks and to those who completed the work. 

The next PTO meeting is November 4th at 6:30 PM in the high school cafeteria.  The PTO welcomes any new 
volunteers and guests. 

 

School Supplies 

A local agency delivered a large amount of school supplies about three days before school started.  By that 
time, we realize that most parents had already completed their shopping.    We are working on getting those 
supplies to arrive here at school by early August next year.  However, if you need any other items now please 
come in and check out our supplies.  Some of the items are: book bags, notebooks, pens, pencils, erasers, cray-
ons and line paper. 

 

Breakfast and Lunch  

Breakfast is one of the most important meals for children.  The cafeteria provides breakfast and lunch daily.  If 
you would like your child to eat breakfast at school, we serve breakfast to all students from 7:45 till 8:15 for 
grades 6-12 and from 8:00 AM until approximately 8:20 for elementary students.  Lunch is provided at differ-
ent times throughout the day.  If you did not receive an application for free and reduced lunch and think you 
qualify, contact the main office at 543-2920. 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions, please call me at 543-2920 or stop in my office.  My door is 
always open. 

Mary E. Curcio 

6-12 Principal 
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Harrisville Central School is excited to announce the implementation of the Advantage After School Program
(AASP).  The Advantage After School Program is a program that will provide meaningful activities and home-
work help to students in 4th through 8th grades.  The program is funded through a grant which is funded 
through the Office of Children and Family Services. All activities will be offered free of charge to all of our 
4th through 8th grade students. The program will start in the coming months and will run for the remainder of 
the school year.  If all goes well, we will be able to offer these services in the years to come as well.  The pro-
gram will run Monday through Friday.  It will start at 3:00 pm and end at 6:00 pm each evening.   

 

The grant coordinator, Kristen Reilly, is busy organizing the activities and setting up a schedule for the pro-
gram.  Initial letters have been sent home to students in the eligible grades.  As we get closer to the start of the 
program, more details will be sent home.  If you would like to enroll a student and do not have an application, 
please contact the main office. 

 

Students who enroll in the Advantage After School Program will have the opportunity to attend enrichment 
courses/activities set up by teachers and community members.  They will also be able to attend homework help 
sessions.  Students will work with their parents to set up a schedule of activities for the week. 

 

Students who enroll in the program do not have to attend the program for the entire duration each day.  Stu-
dents are allowed to attend the events of their choosing.  For example, one student may attend the program for 
the entire three hours each day of the week and another student may only attend an hour session one day a 
week.   

 

On a further note, if there is any adult in the community who would like to submit a proposal or work with stu-
dents, please e-mail Kristen Rielly at krielly@nctls.org or phone her at 782-1777.  The hourly rate is $15 per 
hour and you must be 18 years or older.  All adults who work with students are required to be fingerprinted.  
Fingerprinting will be offered free of charge to any adult seeking employment through the grant.  To apply on- 
line go to www.nctls.org. 

 

We are excited to offer this opportunity to our students and we hope to see many of their smiling faces after 
school in the months to come! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS/PROGRAMS  
 

· College Fair at OFA Golden Dome – Tuesday, October 6th 

· Presentation to Sophomores about programs at SWT – Tues., Nov. 10th 

· Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Nov. 23rd & 24th.  Pre-K-12 students will be dismissed at 
11:30 on those days. 

· Parents will be contacted by letter if there is a need for a conference (grades 6-12).  Open con-
ference times will also be available.  More information about Parent-Teacher Conferences will 
be available on the HCS website as November approaches. 

· Report cards will be available to be picked up in the guidance office by parents (for students in grades 
6-12) on Nov. 23rd and 24th during the hours of parent-teacher conferences. 

· Sophomore Visit to SWT: Thursday, Dec. 1st  

· Financial Aid Workshop: Wednesday, Dec. 9th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 GENERAL  NEWS 

 
Mid-Marking Period Evaluations (Grade 6-12): 
Upon request, teachers will complete mid-marking period evaluations on students to inform parents of aca-
demic progress in a particular class.  These reports are sent home in between a progress report and report card. 
 Essentially, parents who request mid-marking period reports receive communication on academic/behavioral 
concerns every two and a half weeks.  Should an issue arise in between a mid-marking period report and a re-
port card or progress report; parents can communicate to teachers with a note, phone call, email or conference. 

 
NEWS FOR SENIORS 

 

Financial Aid Workshop Scheduled at HCS: A Must for Seniors and Parents! 
Mark your calendar! On Wednesday, December 9, 2009 the guidance department has scheduled a Financial 
Aid Workshop at 6:30 p.m. at Harrisville Central School in the library. 
Details:  A representative from the Financial Aid Office at Jefferson Community College will give a presenta-
tion on the financial aid process. Topics to be covered include:   
  

�� Am I eligible for financial aid?  
�� How and when to apply for financial aid 
�� Types of financial aid 
�� Tips on how to fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
�� How to interpret a college financial aid package 
�� Bring lots of questions! 
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2009-2010 Augsbury/North Country Scholar Nominee 
Congratulations to Taylor Wood, the 2009-2010 Augsbury/North Country Scholar nominee from Harrisville 
Central School.  The nominee must have a cumulative six-semester grade point average of 90 or higher in a 
challenging curriculum.  In addition to having a strong academic record, nominees should have a genuine de-
sire to pursue a liberal arts degree at St. Lawrence University, as well as demonstrate their interest and ability 
to contribute to the St. Lawrence community through leadership, community service, or talents in the arts or 
athletics.  If selected as an Augsbury/North Country Scholar Taylor will receive a $20,000 scholarship renew-
able for 4 years.  If nominated for this award but not selected as a North Country Scholar, Taylor will receive a 
$10,000 award per year.  In order to maintain the merit award the scholarship winner must maintain a mini-
mum cumulative 3.0 grade point average throughout the four years at St. Lawrence University.  Taylor is the 
daughter of Timothy and Michelle Wood of Harrisville.  Congratulations Taylor! 

 

Seniors:  What should I be doing in October/November? 

 

· Research colleges and universities using resources in the guidance office, teachers, the Internet, 
mailings, friends and family. 

+ Attend College(s) Open House Weekends: Check out dates on the guidance office bulletin 
board and the posters outside the senior homeroom as well as college/university websites on the 
Internet. 

+ Visit  with college representatives who make annual visits to H.C.S. to talk to juniors and sen-
iors about the admission process and their programs.  Upcoming visits are listed on the daily 
announcements and daily attendance sheets.  Interested juniors and seniors should sign up in the 
guidance office. 

 + Set up college interview(s) & write  a college essay. 

 

· Fill out  college applications by Thanksgiving break and return them to the guidance office.  Some 
applications require an essay, teacher recommendations and an application fee.  Once all required 
application materials have been turned in to the guidance office we will check each application for 
accuracy and send it out with a transcript. 

· Work hard  and keep those grades up!  There are almost 8 months left until graduation. 

· Search the “scholarship file” which is located under the announcement board in the guidance office 
on a weekly basis.   Keep track of scholarship deadlines!  Remember, the guidance office advertises 
scholarship opportunities and houses the “Scholarship Hanging File” under the dry erase board in 
the guidance office.  It is the students’ responsibility to look through the scholarships, fill them 
out and send them in on time.  If you need help or have questions, please ask!! 

· Bring your college acceptance letter to the guidance office.  We need a copy for your file and to 
acknowledge your acceptance by posting a copy on the guidance bulletin board and in The 
Glances! 
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NEWS FOR JUNIORS 

PSAT/NMSQT 
The Preliminary SAT and the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test will be given at Harrisville Central 
School on October 14, 2009 to interested juniors. 
 
The test, which is co-sponsored by the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation, pro-
vides college-bound students the opportunity to participate in a scholarship program and also take a “practice” 
SAT.  Most of the students that take the PSAT will take an SAT and/or ACT college entrance examination in 
the spring of 2010. 
 
Talented Juniors 
There are eight students who have been attending the Talented Juniors Program at St. Lawrence University 
every Saturday since September 12, 2009.   Ashlee Fowler is exploring a course on “International Relations” 
while Jeri Baker, Kylee Best, Katie French, Jordan Kapfer and Emily Lesperance are becoming more profi-
cient with technology in “Intro to Computer Programming”. 
 
Students are required to attend six out of eight classes in order to receive a certificate signed by the Academic 
Dean upon completion of the class.  These classes are designed to give juniors an idea of the requirements and 
challenges of a college-level course.  Instructors assign homework and may even give tests and quizzes as part 
of their curriculum.  These students should be commended for their dedication and commitment to the program 
– especially on a Saturday morning!  The last class will be held on November 7, 2009 where they will have a 
concluding session with students from schools across the North Country.  Congratulations to these students on 
a job well done! 

NEWS FOR SOPHOMORES 

 

Sophomores to Visit Southwest Technical Center 
Ami Larson, the guidance counselor at Southwest Technical Center, will meet with sophomores on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2009 to discuss the various programs offered at the BOCES center. As a follow-up to this pres-
entation, any sophomore who has an interest in visiting SWT will have an opportunity to do so on Tuesday, 
December 1st.  Attending a BOCES program during the last two years of high school is a major decision and 
should be seriously considered by both the student and parent(s).  I will begin meeting with sophomores in 
January/February to discuss their schedule for next year.  It will be critical that they have made a decision 
about attending BOCES so that I can begin the scheduling process for the 2010-2011 school year.  Please con-
tact Mrs. Tyler with any questions or concerns regarding a vocational program at Southwest Technical Center. 

 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION  

 

On the General Permission form that was sent home at the beginning of the year, many parents chose to not 
have their student's information published to the media.  We would like to remind parents that this choice will 
prohibit the school from including their student’s name in all publications including the Glances.  This means 
that the names of these students will be left off the honor rolls and sports recognition pages.  If you chose this 
option and would like to see your child’s name in these publications, please contact the school at 543-2707. 
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Submissions to The Glances may be made to 
Nicole Kelley via e-mail by sending an attachment 
to nkelley@hcsk12.org.  The deadlines for this 
year are listed below.   
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School pictures for the 2009-2010 school year will 
be taken on Wednesday October 28, 2009.  More 

information will be sent home at a later date. 
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The Yearbook Club is up and running with new 
advisor, Mrs. Kramer.  We held our first meeting 
and elected the following officers:  President – 
Cole Frey, Vice-President – Jenna Lesperance, 
Secretary – Jared Brackett, and Treasurer – Au-
tumn Mono.  Our first fundraiser was at the Com-
munity Fest this summer and we want to thank all 
of our helpers and patrons for a great start.   

We hope to have fun this year and invite you to 
visit our website often to see what is going on.  A 
link to our page can be found from the home page 
(www.hcsk12.org) under Clubs, then click Year-
book, or click the links on the scroll on the home 
page.  We are in need of good pictures.  If you 
were at a school event and took photos, we would 
like to see them.   Some of them can be used in our 
Yearbook.  Click the link on the school’s home 
page to upload photos to our inbox.  You will be 
prompted through each step.   

Thank you,  

Yearbook Staff  
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There are many students in grades Pre-K-12 who owe 
excuses for days they were either absent or tardy from 
school.  Please send in these excuses as soon as possible, 
as the school is required by NYS law to keep them on file 
to validate excused versus unexcused absences.  Excuses 
for Pre-K-5 students should be handed to Mrs. Dickinson 
in the main office and excuses for students in grades 6-12 
should be handed in to Mrs. Chartrand in the guidance 
office. 
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A Message from Mr. Waters: 
  

Over the next few weeks, you may hear that we have 
students or staff wearing surgical masks. Please do  

not be alarmed by this. The Department of Health has 
instructed that this is a mandatory precaution for any 

person that exhibits signs or symptoms of the flu. 
Wearing the mask DOES NOT mean that the person 
has H1N1. It is only a precautionary measure. We are 
working to make absolutely certain that every possible 
measure can be taken to guarantee everyone’s safety. 
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The HCS Prom Party committee will be selling citrus to 
benefit the 2010 Prom Party.  The sale starts on October 
14th and will commence on November 11th.  Delivery 
will be the first week in December.  Contact any junior or 
Brenda Backus at 681-0209 to order. 
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Mrs. Michelle Fuller– 5th Grade Teacher 

Mrs. Fuller is no stranger to the classroom or our building.  Mrs. 
Fuller has been a substitute teacher in our building, covering eve-
rything from kindergarten to high school, for ten years.  Mrs. 
Fuller and her husband Mike have two sons who currently attend 
HCS: Charles is in Kindergarten and Mikey is a sophomore.  Mrs. 
Fuller attended SUNY Cortland for her undergraduate degree in 
Elementary Education and is attending SUNY Potsdam for her 
masters in Literacy. Mrs. Fuller is very excited to have a class-
room of her own and has been busy creating interactive lessons 
for her students.        

Mrs. Morgan Pratt-Neaves– Nova Net Teacher 

Mrs. Pratt-Neaves is very excited to start her teaching career here 
at HCS.  She began her subbing career in 1999 while working at 
Community Bank in Gouverneur.  Mrs. Pratt-Neaves and her 
family live in Gouverneur. She and her husband Duane, who is an 
electrician in the Army, have two young children. Their daughter 
Jillian is seven and their son Harley is four.   Mrs. Pratt-Neaves 
has a B.A in Anthropology and Archeology, a B.S. in Business 
Economics and a M.S.T in Social Studies 7-12 with a 5-6 exten-
sion.  She is looking forward to working with students and par-
ents to create and inspire success in the Nova-Net program.    

�

Miss Alicia Gingrich– Pre-K– 12 Vocal Music Teacher 

 

Miss Gingrich is the new Vocal Music teacher at HCS.  She for-
merly taught 5th grade at St. Bernard’s school in Saranac Lake 
and Special Education in grades K-2 at Tupper Lake school.  
Miss Gingrich is a Lowville native and she attended SUNY Pots-
dam’s Crane School of Music.  Miss Gingrich has a B.M. in Mu-
sic Education and a M.S.E.D. in Special Education.  Miss Gin-
grich is excited to teach at Harrisville and is excited to bring her 
love of music to the students.   

Make sure to watch for more new teacher profiles in the next edition of the Glances. 
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Over the past few years, the Physical Education department has obtained several new equipment items from a 
grant called the St. Lawrence Health Initiative.  The grant started during the 2005-2006 school year and will 
continue through the 2009-2010 school year.   

During the first year of the grant, we received Project Adventure equipment and were trained in low and high 
rope courses. As a result, we have incorporated Project Adventure into our curriculum.   

During the 2007-2008 school year we were given snowshoes and more Project Adventure equipment.  In 
2008-2009 we were given a 8 foot by 60 foot long traverse climbing wall. This year we were given skis and 
treadmills. 

Along with the equipment, the grant has provided us with continual training which has provided us with skills 
to produce an up to date physical education curriculum.   

We invite community members in to see the climbing wall and encourage the members of the community to 
engage the children in conversation about any and all new equipment they have used in physical education.   
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Carina Bieber is an AFS student from Germany who is 
spending a year at HCS.  AFS is a globally recognized 
foreign exchange program that places students all over 
the globe. Carina currently lives with Nate and Nicole 
Kelley and their two young daughters, Hannah and 
Madalyn.  Carina is a senior and is enjoying her time 
here in the US.  Carina is playing varsity soccer and 
hopes to play other sports as well.   

The Harrisville Free Library is once again hosting the 
Battle of the Books tournament.  To enroll, please see 
Nicole Spencer at the Harrisville Free Library.  The 
books for this year have been set and the library is 
looking for teams!   

Also, this is the first year that teens can participate in a 
book battle as well.  The Teen Reads Tourney will 
take place on November 11th at the Flower Memorial 
Library in Watertown, New York.   

Make sure to stop by the library in town to check on 
all new events and peruse the new Young Adult sec-
tion.  

 The following students were left off the Honor Roll 
listing in the September issue: 

 

Amber Rounds– Class of 2015– Honor  

Maxwell Jensen- Class of 2015– High Honor 

Janel Swanson– Class of 2013– High Honor 

Ashley Thomas– Class of 2010– High Honor 
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The new playground was constructed last September and the engraved bricks were placed in the ground the 
week before school started.  PTO and the school family offer a huge thank you to Victor Moore, Taz Moore 
and Julie Fowler for their work on this project. If you didn’t purchase a brick, but would like to purchase one 
now, contact PTO officers Tennille Schmitt or Julie Fowler. The cost would be $50. for a regular brick and 
$150. for a large brick; this includes engraving. 

Last spring a contest was held to name the playground and Ms. Aubrey Taylor’s third grade class was the win-
ner, naming the playground “PIRATE ISLAND – Slide, Glide, Run & Have Fun”.  The PTO invites every-
one to stop by and view the playground and bricks. 

PTO is participating in the Hannaford “School Dollars” program that runs from Sept 6th – December 5th, 2009.  
If customers purchase participating products, they can earn “School Dollars” for their school.  When shopping 
at Hannaford and buying the correct products, customer will receive a separate print-out of school dollars.  
These dollars can be sent in to your school or they can be deposited in the Harrisville Collection Tower at the 
Watertown store.  Participating products are posted in the store or come in and pick up a flier at school that 
gives all of the needed information. 

PTO is also participating in Original Works Artwork Projects. This project helps PTO raise money for the 
grades 2-5 spelling bees and gives parents a little piece of artwork from their kids that they can keep forever!  
Mrs. Atkinson is so great for helping out with this.  She is the mastermind to the artwork that is created.  The 
complete packet that includes the artwork, order forms, and items that can be ordered will be going home with 
the kids around October 16th.  It needs to be back to the teachers by October 30.  This gives us plenty of time 
to have the orders back before Christmas Break.  Please if you can, pay by check.  This prevents any money 
from being lost.  If you have any questions, please call me at 543-9409.  Thanks! 

PTO will again be sponsoring the ‘Kids Korner Holiday Fair’ on November 30-December 4.  As your children 
get excited about the holidays, more information will be sent home regarding this shopping opportunity for 
you and your family. 

The next PTO meeting is Wednesday, November 4th at 6:30 PM in the cafeteria. New members are welcome.  
And visit us on the www.hcsk12.org website under PTO News. 
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On September 9th we held a SAMPLE DAY and featured Garlic Chicken Pizza.  In addition to the regular en-
trée for the day, students were given samples of the new pizza.  This was very well received and you will find 
Garlic Chicken Pizza as a lunch option during October and November. 

This issue of the Glances has the lunch menus for October and November.  Since the breakfast menu remains 
the same every week, we are listing only one week.  Please cut this out and tape it to your fridge.  Pirate Harry 
reminds everyone that breakfast is the most important meal of the day, and we encourage all students to take 
advantage of the breakfast offered at school.  Also, eating breakfast helps fight cold and flu germs. 

Also, please remember that free/reduced lunch applications can be submitted at any time during the school 
year.  Once an application is approved it is good for the whole school year.  Did you know that state aid and 
grant eligibility for our school are based on the percentage of students enrolled in free/reduced lunch pro-
grams?  The higher the percentage, the greater the amount of funds Harrisville Central School qualifies for.  
Please feel free to call the school with questions or for assistance in completing the application.  Call 543-2707 
or 543-2920 or visit our website www.hcsk12.org under School Forms. 
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Monday 
Choice of 

Cereal , Juice, Crackers 
High School 

Blueberry Muffin 
Breakfast Pizza 

  

Tuesday 
Choice of 

Cereal , Juice, Crackers 
High School 

Egg Sausage Muffin 
Elementary 

Egg Ham Muffin 

Wednesday 
Choice of 

Cereal , Juice, Crackers 
High School 

Egg Sausage Muffin 
Elementary 

Breakfast Pizza 

Thursday 
Choice of 

Cereal , Juice, Crackers 
High School 

Egg Sausage Muffin 
Elementary 

Egg Ham Muffin 

Friday 
Choice of 

Cereal , Juice, Crackers 
High School 

Blueberry Muffin 
Breakfast Pizza 

Elementary 
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At the end of last school year we received an Eat Well, Play Hard grant.  Since the committee received this 
grant, we have been creating a “toolbox” for the elementary students to use during recess.  This is the “Play 
Hard” part of the grant. 

The “toolbox” is actually a large storage shed that is located on the side of the elementary wing of the school.  
It houses equipment of all kinds that the students are able to check out while they are on the  playground for 
recess.  This provides the opportunity for more movement and enrichment during recess.   

The other half of the Eat Well, Play Hard grant focuses on the teaching of good nutrition habits.  This part of 
the grant is still in the  works.  We are working diligently to create this section and we will keep you posted on 
our progress. 

If you have any questions about the committee or the grant, you may contact a committee member through the 
main office of the school.   

Thank you, 

The Health and Wellness Committee 
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